Posthumous Degree Policy

General Statement

Clayton State University may confer posthumous degrees that the institution has been authorized by the Board of Regents in recognition of incomplete earned work that represents substantial progress toward degree completion.  Such degrees recognize the meritorious but incomplete earned work of a deceased student. Requests to confer a posthumous degree must be made by the department and approved by the University administration and Faculty Senate. 

Policy 

Posthumous degrees are conferred when the deceased student was or would have been in the final phases of completing degree requirements, i.e. in good standing with university and within 30-hours of completing their degree as determined in conjunction between their advisor and status in DegreeWorks.

   	An exception to the policy may be considered when a student’s death occurs under extraordinary circumstances i.e. when chronic illness may have prevented enrollment or degree eligibility.

Circumstances that include deaths that occur during or as a result of participation in a university sponsored activity, or as a result of active military duty within two years from the last enrollment date, shall be considered with greater flexibility.

Procedure 

The process for granting the posthumous degree will begin when the student’s College Dean is notified about the student’s death by Dean of Students office or another official. The College Dean or the delegate (i.e. department chair) will do an initial check of student eligibility. If the criteria are met, the College Dean will forward a written request to the Provost that includes the formal evaluation from the Registrar certifying that the student meets the posthumous degree policy requirements or make a case of why awarding the degree should be considered. Any information about the student’s activities or achievements while attending Clayton State University should be included in the request.
In the case of a graduate student, the written request should originate from the office of the student’s College Dean, be routed to the Dean of the Graduate School who makes the same request to the Provost. 

The Provost will review the request and forward it, along with a recommendation, to the President’s office. 

Recognition 

Upon final approval by the President, the college dean and the family/next of kin of the student should be notified. Following the consent of the family/next of kin, The President’s office, or their appropriate designee, in consultation with the student’s family will then decide upon the appropriate university commencement ceremony at which the degree will be presented or make arrangements for the delivery or presentation of the diploma to the family.

Names of all recipients of posthumous degrees will be listed, along with degree and major, in the commencement program. Special recognition of these students will be made by the President just prior to the individual recognition of all degree candidates present at the ceremony. 

Families who choose to attend commencement activities will be provided reserved seating and the President will note their presence as he or she recognizes the posthumous degree recipients.

In the event of the unfortunate report of a student death, the following procedure will be followed to afford the appropriate response to the family and university community.
1. The Dean of Students notifies the student’s College Dean
2. The College Dean or a designee conducts an initial check of student’s eligibility. If eligible, a formal evaluation from Registrar is requested. After that, the College Dean sends a written request to the Provost with eligibility certification.
3. A Provost reviews and request and forwards it to the President along with a recommendation
4. After Presidents, decision, student’s family/next of kin, college dean and department chair are notified
5. President’s office (or their designee) will correspond with the family concerning the details of receipt of the posthumous degree either via mail or in person at the upcoming graduation
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