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The Creator of Ready-Made Art

Marcel Duchamp was one of the most influential artists of the 20th century. He

redefined what people considered art. In his efforts to redefine what art was, he paved the way

for the Conceptual art movement. One might ask, “What is the Conceptual art movement?”

and the answer is simple. Conceptual art is an art form where the idea of the work is more

paramount than the finished product itself. Marcel Duchamp is one of the most influential

artists of his time because he promoted the idea that anything can be art (Schellekens 124).

The idea of something being art centers around what the creator feels and any simple object

can be hoisted to the status of “art”.

Marcel Duchamp was a painter, however, he wanted to try different artistic styles, thus,

anti-art was born. His main focus was to abandon the physical aspects of art such as painting.
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The purpose of abandoning this physical aspect was to promote an interest in ideas

rather than an interest in visual representation. Duchamp’s promotion of subjective beauty

became apparent when he began to sculpt various works of art.

Marcel Duchamp’s interest in changing the way one may view art was the start of his famous

ready-mades. Duchamp’s ready-made concept focused on the idea that anything can become

art if you will it to be. In 1914, Duchamp created Bottle Rack. Bottle Rack was a bottle-drying

rack that was signed by the author (Schellekens 163). Shortly after, Duchamp created In

Advance of the Broken Arm or Prelude to a Broken Arm, an old snow shovel. His most

influential artwork was Fountain. The fountain was an old urinal that was signed under the

pseudonym “R. Mutt”.

Duchamp’s artwork Fountain changed the way people viewed art. Duchamp wanted

everyone to understand that art is a subjective concept. He created his ready-mades to show the

art world that any object can be deemed an artwork if the creator deems it so.
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