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COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y

SPRING 2025 COMMENCEMENT
May 9, 2025 | 3:00 PM

Dr. Jill Drake
Provost and Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs  

PRESIDING

PROCESSIONAL† “Pomp & Circumstance–March No. 1” - Edward Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM† “The Star-Spangled Banner” - �Francis Scott Key, poem   
John Stafford Smith, music

WELCOME Dr. Jill Drake

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Dr. Georj Lewis, President

INTRODUCTION OF 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

Dr. Jill Drake

STUDENT ADDRESS Jahedy Rojas, Bachelor of Arts

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Veronica Maldonado-Torres
President and CEO, Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE 
HOODS

Dr. J. Celeste Walley-Jean, Associate Provost/Associate Vice President of              
                                                  Academic Affairs and Faculty Affairs

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR DEGREES

Dr. Dwayne Hooks, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
                                     and Dean, College of Health
Dr. Jacob Chacko, Dean, College of Business
Dr. Ebrahim Khosravi, Dean, College of Science, Technology, Engineering 
                                                      and Mathematics

CONFERRING & PRESENTATION OF 
DEGREES

Dr. Georj Lewis

INDUCTION OF GRADUATES INTO 
THE NATIONAL ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION

Joseph Echols ’06 ’11, Alumni Association President

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Dr. Georj Lewis

ALMA MATER “Walking in Love and Strength” - Dr. Brigitte Byrd, poem
                                                      Dr. Richard Bell, music

RECESSIONAL† “Grand March From Aida” - Giuseppe Verdi

†All those who are able, please stand. Please remain standing until the procession has withdrawn.
Please set all mobile devices to silent mode.
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y

SPRING 2025 COMMENCEMENT
May 10, 2025 | 9:00 AM

Dr. Jill Drake
Provost and Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs  

PRESIDING

PROCESSIONAL† “Pomp & Circumstance–March No. 1” - Edward Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM† “The Star-Spangled Banner” - �Francis Scott Key, poem   
John Stafford Smith, music

WELCOME Dr. Jill Drake

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Dr. Georj Lewis, President

INTRODUCTION OF 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

Dr. Jill Drake

STUDENT ADDRESS Krushaliben Parekh, Master’s of Health Administration

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Keith Parker                                                                          
President and CEO, Goodwill North Georgia

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE 
HOODS

Dr. J. Celeste Walley-Jean, Associate Provost/Associate Vice President of              
                                                  Academic Affairs and Faculty Affairs

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR DEGREES

Dr. Dwayne Hooks, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
                                      and Dean, College of Health
Dr. Jacob Chacko, Dean, College of Business
Dr. Ebrahim Khosravi, Dean, College of Science, Technology, Engineering 
                                                 and Mathematics

CONFERRING & PRESENTATION OF 
DEGREES

Dr. Georj Lewis

INDUCTION OF GRADUATES INTO 
THE NATIONAL ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION

Joseph Echols ’06 ’11, Alumni Association President

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Dr. Georj Lewis

ALMA MATER “Walking in Love and Strength” - Dr. Brigitte Byrd, poem
                                                      Dr. Richard Bell, music

RECESSIONAL† “Grand March From Aida” - Giuseppe Verdi

†All those who are able, please stand. Please remain standing until the procession has withdrawn.
Please set all mobile devices to silent mode.
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y

SPRING 2025 COMMENCEMENT

May 10, 2025 | 12:00 PM

Dr. Jill Drake 
Provost and Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs  

PRESIDING

PROCESSIONAL† “Pomp & Circumstance–March No. 1” - Edward Elgar

NATIONAL ANTHEM† “The Star-Spangled Banner” - �Francis Scott Key, poem   
John Stafford Smith, music

WELCOME Dr. Jill Drake

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Dr. Georj Lewis, President

INTRODUCTION OF 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

Dr. Jill Drake

STUDENT ADDRESS Angel Arunas, Bachelor of Science

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Beth Camp                                                                  
Georgia House of Representatives District 135

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE 
HOODS

Dr. J. Celeste Walley-Jean, Associate Provost/Associate Vice President of              
                                                  Academic Affairs and Faculty Affairs

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR DEGREES

Dr. Dwayne Hooks, Interim Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
                                     and Dean, College of Health
Dr. Jacob Chacko, Dean, College of Business
Dr. Ebrahim Khosravi, Dean, College of Science, Technology, Engineering 
                                                      and Mathematics

CONFERRING & PRESENTATION OF 
DEGREES

Dr. Georj Lewis

INDUCTION OF GRADUATES INTO 
THE NATIONAL ALUMNI 

ASSOCIATION

Joseph Echols ’06 ’11, Alumni Association President

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Dr. Georj Lewis

ALMA MATER “Walking in Love and Strength” - Dr. Brigitte Byrd, poem
                                                      Dr. Richard Bell, music

RECESSIONAL† “Grand March From Aida” - Giuseppe Verdi

†All those who are able, please stand. Please remain standing until the procession has withdrawn.
Please set all mobile devices to silent mode.
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COLLEGE OF ARTS & 
SCIENCES

MASTER OF ARTS
LIBERAL STUDIES
Geoffrey Kirnon
Hau P. Nguyen

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING
Rochelle Butler
Brett Nicholas Scott
Shaday Sharice Smith

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Elmalik Phillips Barlow
Andria Brown
Christianna Ahnesti Brown
Jacqueline Ann Bryant
Tramaine Antris Callaway
SaVannah Monique English
Simone Nickeshia Evans-Powell
Emily Gilchrist
Danielle Monique Grace
Bonita Renee Hardison
Lauryn Christine James
Wanda Keller
Regina Diana Moore
Khadijah Muwakkil
Oscar Ndao
Kelsey Brooke Newman
Dariel Rae-Maree Parrott
Joshua Malachi Patrick
Tresure Pope
Courtney Alese Rives
Jasmine Renee Scott
Nicole Marie Scott
Victor Wendell Sibley
Sydney Micah Strong
Stacia Mone’t Tuppince
Shelia Whitehead
Jannatun Zaman

MASTER OF PUBLIC  
ADMINISTRATION 
Tyran Denise Asadi
Jimmy Daniels
Chimere Mayers
Shaunette Mims Jones
Bethany Warren

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Kolade Oluwafemi Akinde
Tazaria R. Anderson
Tipporh Aeriel Barber
Melanie Renee’ Bradix
Ziona Brown
Markeshia Princess Dumas
Miguel Angel Esqueda Macias
Erick Ferreira Rodriguez
Jessica Lynn Fisher
Alfred Gbla
Saiya Gomes
Indigo Nijayyah Harris
Griffin Connor Ingram
Chanel Ar’dajia James
Jeremiah Hernandos Johnson
Maria Johnson
Stephanie Johnson
Montavius Quonta Jones
Brandi Jordan
Cynthia Monique Lavongsa
Kathleen Mabutin
Swathi Manojkumar Nair
Amber Manuel
Ashanti McCants
Alexander Joel McIlroy
Kaitlyn Parker
Christian Perez
Brandon Prosser
Alexander Pulido
Christian Christopher Ransome
Jasia Nicole Reed
Geovanni Emmanuel Rios Hernandez
Afrika Samuel
Heather Dawn Simpson Duncan
Kristopher Sorhaindo
Tia Danielle Stegall
Angela Stevens-Harris
Shardae Strong
Marcus Antwan Tate
Unique Tims
Kenneth Torbush
Jasmine Ariana Williams
Latressa Withers

MASTER OF SCIENCE
SUPPLY CHAIN ANALYTICS
Samuel Kyere Agyeman
Rojon Evans
Jazzmine Chantel Grant
Jamar Matthews
Barry Mayers
Janeiria Murray
Miesha’ Lekeita Swain

Jurquan Taylor
Myles Walker
Brian Anthony Wiggins

MASTER OF STRATEGIC 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Brianna Battle
Charnita Rochelle Blount
Krissa Blue
Jamie Inez Burke
Brandi Clisham
Whitney Devaughn
Katrine Gobert
Tionca Hudson
Jeriann Jones
Matarsha Kendrick
Jessica Irene Kilby
Tracy Tequila McCall
Jackie Bennett McGriff
Desiree Pope
Nikkisha Nicole Pritchett
Erica Marie Taylor
Ranita Ashanti Williams
Asianna Breshae’ Willis

COLLEGE OF HEALTH

MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION 
Najah Alkhudaimi
Saada Conn
Danladi Yunusa Ibrahim
Ivie Leah Lummus
Conesha L. Mitchell
Madison Nicolas
Krushaliben Pinkeshbhai Parekh
Feny Patel

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Aroola Oyinkansola Akintade
Abide Batassi
Maya Cheatham
Servio Jean Baptiste
Mei-ling Li
Sydney Simone Long
Diana Eyglen Silva
Kiren Tushar
Tigist Wake
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCE 
TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING & 
MATHEMATICS

MASTER OF ARCHIVAL STUDIES
Kendall Jeanine Barksdale
Kerry Dale Bowden
Caitlin Margo Marshall
Aaron Donnelly Mathauer
Katelyn Elizabeth Page

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CYBER 
TECHNOLOGY
John William Holman III
Godstime Nnoroum
Chidozie Bruno Okonkwo
Martins Okonye
Janki Patel
Pranali Vijay Saindore
Diamond Swift
Denny To
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COLLEGE OF ARTS 
& SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT
Athena F. Hightower
Corneshia Hill
Christopher Vinson Morgan

BACHELOR OF ARTS

COMMUNICATION & MEDIA STUDIES
Khyree Christopher Bankhead
Jamya Kanna Beebe
Nigel Jabari Jackson
Ashley Morris
Oscar J. Richardson III
Robert J. Swink
Cheyenne Watson

ENGLISH
Del-Gratia Nya Angelica Crawley
Megan Lorraine Goodman
Jasmine Graves
Jada M. Grigsby
Elyse Santiana Poole
Alicia Roberts
Jahedy Rojas

FILM PRODUCTION
Kelsey K. Driver
Esperanza Gabriel
Steven James Jackson
Nyeemah Lucky
Destinee K. Mathis
Jaylen McIver
Ayanni S. Merritt
Leatile Mothobi
Emmet T. Myers
Jamece Lenay Parks
A’Nya Helen Sims
Christian A. Southerland

HISTORY
Chase Kennedy Akin
Mandy Elizabeth Castleberry
Lucas C. Garrett
Deondria Hudson
Julianna Mellie Lagos
Ronald Jacob Massey
Darshay Moore
Kerry Ann Sandoval
Anh Vo

HISTORY WITH TEACHER 
CERTIFICATION
Charles A. Cooper
Aniyah Simone Hill

LIBERAL STUDIES
Roman Castillo
Joshua Green

MUSIC 
Kevin Holly
Keenan Zachary Kade

SPANISH
Emily Renee Brown

THEATRE
Brion Gibson
Antonyo Disean Myers

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Jak’nylah Barkley
Breanna Black
Tierra Camps
Christian Chambers
Christine Lynn Davis
Patricia S. Ellis
Ana Marlen Garcia Fonseca
Taylor Manuel
Monasia Alexus McFarland
Cydnei Mcguire
Dallanira M. Mendoza Aguilar
Merzedes Alia Rhodes
Tim Le Tran

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Oluwadamilola Grace Adesiyan
Imani C. Harvey
Madelaine Heredia
Phylicia Westbrook Lakes
Ana Karen Ochoa
Yisel Ortuno-Soto
Karen Elizabeth Osorio
Keiayna Yvette Reid
Katelyn Weatherly
Donye Wright

GOVERNMENT AND LAW
Maretis Dorendo Cason
Melissa Dodowa Lathe

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Angel Oshiokhalame Aruna
Mamadou Sadigu Bah
Chloe Anne Flannaghan
Sydney D. Hardy
Vivica Arnold Johnson
La Shannon Racquel Lewis
Dorcas Alfredo K. Martinho
Eric A. McLane
Natalie Ann Negron
Jermaine J. Salley

Karrington Smith
Keirra D. Webb
Carlisa Lane Whitfield
Darrick Williams

LEGAL STUDIES
Chandra K. Carter-Morton
Les Jermaine Foreman
Kirsten Madelyn Jarrett
Jennifer Lynn Teague
Korinthian Latrice Weldon
Mercedes Rithsay Yap
Arly Argentina Zelaya-Osorio

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Jadlin Hunter
A’maya Janae Miller*

PSYCHOLOGY &  
HUMAN SERVICES
Esther A. Agnigbakou
Deantae Markeis Birdsong
Rebecca Borst
Mekiah Arron Brown
Destinee Summer Chastain
Waad Mohamed Eltigani
Jamie Janel Eubanks
Alanah Christine Giltmier
Ana Daniela Gularte
Christian Faith Johnson
Candace Jenesis Jones
Jusani July
D’Maya LaChae Kelley
Dayo Kelso
Lydia Madrid Sobreira
Aloni Noelle Martin
Toyka Mingo
Macie Ruth Moore
Shanti Moorer
Erriyona L. Murry
Pierre Dowvey Perkins
Morgan Imani Petty
Ngoc Kim Pham
Kristian Pollnitz-Smith
Diedra Amani Richbow
Susan R. Rojas
Keyanesha Smith
Ayshunti Nishae Strain
Miles Lazarus Thompson
Akiyyah Elaine Travis
Matthew Westberry
Tyra Williams
Shanee Witter
Karina Hikari Wood
Yoan Nkulu Zengula

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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SOCIOLOGY
Michele Colette Davis
Darian Travarius Starling
Jadah Patrice Waite
Ebony Wilson

SOCIOLOGY & SOCIAL SERVICES
Timia Nicole Andrews
Ashley Nicole Beckom
Jamall Isaiah Clyce
Anaia Cristia Richardson
Adriyana L. Williams

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 

ACCOUNTING
Britney Leeanne Haire
Nijil Jones
Clara M. Lawton
D’nae Stubbs

GENERAL BUSINESS
Nydia Barreto
Aaryona Burkes
Jalyn A. Coley
Jinia Dix
Megan Janéa Ellis
Rayshad Freeman
Karina Garcia Rios
Darrell Lamont Grant
Lakia Harris
Kristin D. Knight
Vannsidy Leang
Chrisandra McCrae
Jasmine Miller
Jenny Montoya
Corey Anne Morgan

MANAGEMENT
Poursha Bouneé Bell
Vina Burks
Rodney Crawford
Vashni Jayla Emmers
Marvilynda L. Harris
Taniya Patrick
Michelle Lynn Roache
I’Uana Slaughter
Kelley Truong
Osasu Vincent-Ekunwe
Tylan Marcell Wellmaker

MARKETING
Nina Blade
Rakiah De’ann Harris
Ryan Mitchell Shaw
Demirah Nicole Stubbs
Charleston P. Thurmon

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT
Yao Afelete Agbovi
Royal Demirrez Brown
Belinda Fleming
Quinton D. Hall
Alexia A. Maxis
Franchelle E. Valentine

COLLEGE OF HEALTH

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

HEALTH & FITNESS MANAGEMENT
Nikisha T. Benjamin-Bannis
Lakimbria Cooper
Janei E. Ivey
Jailin Alexzandria Jones
Roderick Graham Winfrey

HEALTH CARE MANAGEMENT
Adefolami K. Ogunjinmi
Abosede Oladapo
Dayna Vernon

HEALTH SCIENCES
Damilola R. Adedara
Jayla Kay Armstrong
Ja’kira M. Cecil
Angie Gisselle Cruz-Ochoa
Kayla Davis
Precious Kimberly Davis
Melkamua Eagan
Biliyah Freeman
Courtney Charece Friendly
Essence I. Gant
Sara Alexis Goodwin
Jazmyne D. Graham
Summer Monae Hodge
Kayla Alise Huff
Mary Chimaobi Ihanuwaze
Savannah Jackson
Samantha Nicole Jones
MacKenzie Nguyen Le
Kameryn M. Lyles
Skylar Jasmin-Ryan McDaniel
Aaliyah T. McIntosh
Robert Morris
Rita Sackey
Kimberly Malai Sanith
Zainab Sesay

Caylah A. Smith
Jasmine Monique Sterling
Ka’sha Myria Yancey

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
DENTAL HYGIENE
David Alarcon
Christopher Deuron Allen
Adjo C. Amegandjin*
Thi Vuhang Bui
Elizabeth Carrillo
Sha’niya Tyanna Dilworth
Ashley Brooke Edwards*
Kelechi Jessica Egwuogu
Paola Virginia Escobar
Linh My Fletcher
Breanna Garland
Jaqueline Guadalupe Gonzalez-Mendez
Shevantai Alliyah Gooden
Alondra Ibarra Bazan
Aja Binta Janneh*
Jakira Monae Jenkins
Thuy Bao Tran Le
Dareyan McQueen
Annie Nguyen
Selena Ornelas-Tamayo
Sheila M. Pacheco
Yesenia Perez-Martinez
Peter Tabor Phan
Jahayra Prado
Tidanea Michelle Ramirez Sabogal
Lissette Sanchez
Yen Nhi T. To
Ellie Duyen Tran
Jacquelinee Vazquez
Kyla Monique Watkins

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Chandandeep Aulakh
Kearston V. Brown
Nicole Janae’ Carreker
Anna Patrice Frasier
Ariyanna Monique Hall
Karessa Faith Johnson
Elizabeth Kamene Kyale
Elaine Trieu Lam
Fatima Lopez
Boe Meh
Mi Meh
Austin Ray Miller
Kimberlyn Ruth Newsome
Fav Anbao Nguyen
Aniya Felicia Parrish
Ashley Marie Reno
Julia Marie Sohn
Sharazade Desiree Barbara Tolley
Anh Thu Do Vu

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCE 
TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING & 
MATHEMATICS

BACHELOR OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY
Christina Abraham
Marcus Exantus
Abid Isakovic
Abdul Kamara
Chiemeka Nnaji-Helms
Treyvon J. Williams

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

BIOLOGY
Angel Bates
Hannah Dowdy
Christopher Parker
Corey Keith Rhodes
Keyla Michelle Romero
Jordan Olivia Tucker
Ahmet Urtan

CHEMISTRY
Marija Francisca Dacosta
Nyla Dorothy Gilmore
Michael David Jones II
Mariane Louise Joseph
Aivy Hoang Nguyen

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Alphonso Delvan Anderson
Soloumon Eyob Araya
Joshua Taylor Bandoo
Arianna Banton
Kishan Bhagwandas
Joshua M. Dacosta
Abraham Jeremiah Duarte Perdomo
William Josh Faircloth
Celso Alejandro Fuentes
Precious Nneamaka Iheanacho
Dejermey M. Pettis
Sydnie Gabrielle Pittman
Jayden Robinson

MATHEMATICS
Lauren R. Castellon
Shenelle A. Higgs
Devin E. Waller
Wesley M. Wilson

COLLEGE OF ARTS 
& SCIENCES

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Shelia B. Barnes

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS IN  
FILM PRODUCTION
Tyaire Charles

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Kehinde David Adesegun
Cristin Ashante Arties
Mario Alexis Cabezas-Castro
Tony Doan
Lisa Duong
Maria Cristina Mendoza
Savannah Tran
Shanee Witter
Joshua Yarn
Allaya Brielle Banks

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN 
PARALEGAL STUDIES
Ashley Tyara Bailey
Shakyra Andrea Lashay Brown
Gabrielle Clinton
Shikaylia Hill

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE 
TECHNOLOGY, 
ENGINEERING & 
MATHEMATICS

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Babatounde Dimitri Edgard Adeochoun
Abel Antonio Aguilar-Acosta
Jaudon Culver
Raven Racquel Dozier
Kenneth Graham
Brittany Victoria Hernandez
Elton Kitong Lee
Kevin Jesus Perez-Farret
Elijah Malachi Ragland
Miciah Thurmond
Euraleece Nicole Williams

 *DENOTES MEMBERS OF THE CLAYTON STATE HONORS PROGRAM
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y
AC A DEMIC DISTINCTION

David Alarcon
Christopher Deuron Allen

Chandandeep Aulakh
Mekiah Arron Brown
Christine Lynn Davis

Paola Virginia Escobar
Breanna Garland

Shevantai Alliyah Gooden

Megan Lorraine Goodman
Jada M. Grigsby

Britney Leeanne Haire
Ronald Jacob Massey

Jasmine Miller
Aivy Hoang Nguyen

Selena Ornelas-Tamayo
Yisel Ortuno-Soto

Sheila M. Pacheco
Sydnie Gabrielle Pittman

Elyse Santiana Poole
Oscar J. Richardson III

Jacquelinee Vazquez
Kyla Monique Watkins

Tyra Williams

Adjo C. Amegandjin
Thi Vuhang Bui

Destinee Summer Chastain
Joshua M. Dacosta

Kelechi Jessica Egwuogu
Chloe Anne Flannaghan

Linh My Fletcher
Esperanza Gabriel

Ana Marlen Garcia Fonseca
Aniyah Simone Hill

Alondra Ibarra Bazan
Aja Binta Janneh

Karessa Faith Johnson

Elizabeth Kamene Kyale
Elaine Trieu Lam
Thuy Bao Tran Le

Lydia Madrid Sobreira
Dareyan McQueen

Mi Meh
Annie Nguyen

Ana Karen Ochoa
Yesenia Perez-Martinez
Pierre Dowvey Perkins

Peter Tabor Phan
Jahayra Prado

Tidanea Michelle Ramirez Sabogal

Ashley Marie Reno
Jahedy Rojas

Christian A. Southerland
Demirah Nicole Stubbs

Yen Nhi T. To
Ellie Duyen Tran

Ahmet Urtan
Osasu Vincent-Ekunwe

Anh Thu Do Vu
Jadah Patrice Waite
Katelyn Weatherly

Kehinde David Adesegun
Mario Alexis Cabezas-Castro

Tony Doan
Lisa Duong

Kevin Jesus Perez-Farret
Savannah Tran

Joshua Yarn

SUMM A CUM L AUDE 

M AGNA CUM L AUDE 

CUM L AUDE 

HIGH HONORS
RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO

ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.75 - 4.0

HONORS
RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO

ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.50 - 3.74

Oluwadamilola Grace Adesiyan
Mandy Elizabeth Castleberry

Marija Francisca Dacosta

Celso Alejandro Fuentes
Alanah Christine Giltmier

Jadlin Hunter

Steven James Jackson
Michael David Jones II

Fav Anbao Nguyen

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.90 - 4.0

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.70 - 3.89

RECOGNITION IS GR ANTED TO BACHELOR’S DEGREE RECIPIENTS WHO
ACHIEVE A GR ADE POINT AVER AGE OF 3.50 - 3.69

ACADEMIC HONORS NOTED IN THIS PROGRAM ARE BASED ON GRADE POINT AVERAGES CALCULATED THE SEMESTER PRIOR TO 
THE TERM OF GRADUATION. ACADEMIC HONORS STATUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE BASED ON THE CALCULATION OF THE FINAL 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE AT THE TIME OF DEGREE CONFERRAL.
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MARSHALS
Faculty Marshal

Dr. Michael Lindsay
Deputy Faculty Marshal
Dr. Matthew Sansbury

Student Marshal 
Dr. Mya Richardson-Echols

READER
Dr. Larry Menter

ANNOUNCER
Deborah Davis

MUSICIANS
Dr. Michiko Otaki, DMA, keyboard

Keenan Kade, vocalist

USHERS
Clayton State University  

Department of Campus Life  
provided volunteers

ACKNOW LEDGMENTS

FACULT Y M A RSH A LS, RE A DER & SPE A KERS

VERONICA MALDONADO-TORRES
PRESIDENT AND CEO, GEORGIA HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Veronica Maldonado-Torres is a visionary leader, business strategist, and champion for 
inclusive economic growth. Since 2021, she has served as President and CEO of the Georgia 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (GHCC), where she has expanded its statewide reach, 
secured historic funding, and forged transformative partnerships that have boosted job 
creation and economic impact across Georgia. 
 
Under her leadership, GHCC has launched its first global delegations in over a decade, 
strengthening international ties and earning her recognition in global economic diplomacy. 
Veronica is a dynamic speaker known for her bold energy and heartfelt message that inspires 
others to lead with purpose. 
 
She has been honored among Georgia Trend’s “100 Most Influential Georgians,” Atlanta 
Magazine’s “500 Most Influential Atlantans,” and Expo Latina’s “Top 12 Most Influential 
Women in Business.” A devoted wife, mother, and mentor, Veronica’s Driven to Thrive 
philosophy continues to uplift communities and empower the next generation of leaders.

FRIDAY, M AY 9, 2025

3:00 PM CEREMONY

JAHEDY ROJAS
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Jahedy Rojas is graduating from Clayton State University with a Bachelor’s in English and a 
Minor in Psychology. She is a first-generation graduate, and through hard work and with the 
support of her mother and brother, she is graduating Cum Laude. 

During her time at Clayton State, Jahedy has been deeply involved in the English 
Department. She works for the Writers’ Studio as a consultant and Peer Academic Mentor, 
which means she has helped students and staff with every step of the writing process. This 
position has allowed her to express her love for helping individuals become the best writers 
they can be! Jahedy is the treasurer and a proud member of the Creative Writing Club. 
Her commitment to the department has shown as she was recently awarded the Bill Pasch 
Senior English Award. 

Jahedy plans to continue her education by acquiring a master’s in fine arts in creative 
nonfiction and then a PhD in Rhetoric and Composition, so she can become an English 
professor and continue teaching her love for the written word.
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KEITH PARKER
PRESIDENT AND CEO, GOODWILL NORTH GEORGIA

Keith T. Parker is a renowned CEO with a record of turning struggling organizations into 
profitable and reputable entities. As the former CEO of the Metropolitan Atlanta Regional 
Transit Authority (MARTA), he successfully transformed what was once deemed the worst 
public transit system in the U.S. into an economic asset, generating over a quarter billion 
dollars in operating surplus. 

Currently, as president and CEO of Goodwill of North Georgia, Parker has expanded the 
nonprofit’s retail footprint while enhancing the organization’s mission to put people to work. 
Under Parker’s leadership, the organization has connected more than 120,000 people to new 
jobs in the past five years. His leadership style has resulted in one of the lowest overhead 
rates in the nonprofit sector. 

Additionally, Parker serves on multiple boards and has received numerous accolades for 
his impactful contributions, most recently, the Atlanta Business League’s 2024 Herman J. 
Russell CEO of the Year Award.

SATURDAY, M AY 10, 2025 

9:00 A M CEREMONY

KRUSHALIBEN PAREKH 
MASTER’S IN HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

Krushali Parekh is an international student from India and a proud first-generation 
graduate, earning her Master’s in Health Administration from Clayton State University. Her 
journey from across the globe has led her to this milestone, where she now serves as the 
student speaker for the Class of 2025. 
 
While adapting to a new country and educational system, Krushali fully embraced 
leadership opportunities. She represented Clayton State at the national NAHSE conference 
and case competition, championing the value of diversity in healthcare leadership. 
 
Her passion for improving healthcare systems has earned her a full-time role in Quality 
Assurance with FEHE Enterprise Inc., a Georgia-based company supporting individuals 
with developmental disabilities, seniors, and other vulnerable populations. 
 
Driven by a belief in purposeful leadership and cultural connection, Krushali is committed 
to using her voice and vision to uplift others, lead with compassion, and help create a more 
inclusive and effective healthcare system.

MARSHALS
Faculty Marshal

Dr. Michael Lindsay
Deputy Faculty Marshal
Dr. Matthew Sansbury

Student Marshal 
Dr. Mya Richardson-Echols

READER
Penelope Cliff

ANNOUNCER
Deborah Davis

MUSICIANS
Dr. Michiko Otaki, DMA, keyboard

Kayla Hart, vocalist

USHERS
Clayton State University  

Department of Campus Life  
provided volunteers

ACKNOW LEDGMENTS

FACULT Y M A RSH A LS, RE A DER & SPE A KERS
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MARSHALS
Faculty Marshal

Dr. Michael Lindsay
Deputy Faculty Marshal
Dr. Matthew Sansbury

Student Marshal
Dr. Mya Richardson-Echols

READER
Dr. Kurt-Alexander Zeller

ANNOUNCER
Deborah Davis

MUSICIANS
Dr. Michiko Otaki, DMA, keyboard

Kayla Hart, vocalist

USHERS
Clayton State University  

Department of Campus Life  
provided volunteers

ACKNOW LEDGMENTS

FACULT Y M A RSH A LS, RE A DER & SPE A KERS

BETH CAMP
GEORGIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 135

State Representative Beth Camp proudly serves House District 135, covering parts of Lamar 
and Spalding counties and all of Pike County. Her public service journey began at 17 as a 911 
dispatcher, later becoming a licensed EMT. These early experiences inspired her passion for 
social sciences and leadership. She holds degrees from Georgia Military College, Clayton 
State University, and a master’s in Communication Studies with a focus on Organizational 
Leadership from the University of Alabama. 
 
A successful entrepreneur, Rep. Camp is the owner and managing broker of Camp & 
Associates, LLC, and a “Lifetime Multi-Million Dollar Realtor.” She also serves on the board of 
CASA Advo-Kids, supporting foster children in the Griffin Judicial Circuit. 
 
Before joining the Georgia House in 2020, she served on the Pike County Board of Education. 
Rep. Camp lives on a cattle farm in Concord with her husband of 30 years, Mark, and their 
lively menagerie of animals. 

SATURDAY, M AY 10, 2025 
12:00 PM CEREMONY

ANGEL ARUNA
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Angel Oshiokalame Aruna is graduating from Clayton State University with a degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies. As a college student and Army ROTC cadet, Angel’s journey has 
been defined by resilience, leadership, and a deep commitment to service.

At Clayton State, she served as a two-time Resident Assistant and President of the African 
Student Association, where she promoted cultural pride, unity, and student engagement. She 
also earned the title of Miss Alpha Phi Alpha and placed as 2nd runner-up in the Miss Old 
Gold & Black Scholarship Competition.

Outside of campus life, Angel has served as a Logistics Specialist in the Army National Guard 
since 2021 and is now preparing to commission as a Logistics Officer on active duty. She also 
contributes to the Army Honor Guard, honoring the fallen and supporting community events 
with pride and precision.

Angel is driven by a passion for servant leadership and strives to create spaces where people 
feel seen, heard, and empowered—whether in uniform, in leadership, or in everyday life.
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AC A DEMIC REGA LI A
The tradition of academic regalia dates back to the Middle Ages, when scholars, often clergy, wore 
heavy gowns for warmth in unheated buildings. Today, American academic dress follows a similar 
tradition, first adopted by Harvard in 1636.

The commencement procession has ecclesiastical roots, reflecting the church’s historic role in 
education.

AC A DEMIC PROCESSION A ND SYMBOLS

University Mace: Symbolizing presidential authority, Clayton State’s mace—crafted from   a        
lightning-damaged campus tree by Lyceum artist Mark Barr—is carried by the Chair of Faculty 
Senate.

Presidential Medallion: Worn by the President, it features the Georgia state seal and university 
name.

Honors: Graduates with a GPA of 3.5 or higher wear gold cords. Final honors are recorded on 
diplomas and transcripts. Honors status is pending final grades and maintained by the Office of the 
Registrar.

Degrees are awarded upon verification of all academic requirements. Due to printing deadlines, not all 
listed candidates may have completed their degrees. An asterisk (*) denotes members of the Clayton 
State Honors Program.

Gowns: Associate degree candidates wear gray gowns; bachelor’s, black; master’s gowns feature 
long, closed sleeves with arm slits; doctoral gowns are trimmed with velvet and bear three velvet 
sleeve bars.

Hoods: The hood’s length and velvet trim indicate the degree level—master’s (3.5 feet, 3-inch 
velvet), doctorate (4 feet, 5-inch velvet). The velvet color represents the field of study (e.g., Science—
Yellow; Arts—White; Business—Drab). Hoods are lined with the colors of the granting institution.

Caps: All graduates wear the mortarboard. Tassels are black or match the field of study; doctoral 
graduates may wear a velvet cap or a mortarboard with a gold tassel.
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Georj Lewis
 President

Corlis Cummings
General Counsel 

Jill Drake
Provost and Executive Vice President 

of Academic Affairs

Montrese Adger Fuller
Vice President for University Advancement  

and External Affairs 

Nick Henry
Vice President for Business and Operations 

Jim Pete
Vice President for Information Technology  

and Services

Jermaine Rolle
Director of Athletics 

Ashlee Spearman
Vice President for Enrollment, 

Marketing and Student Success 

Don Stansberry 
Vice President for Student Affairs 

Ceimone Strickland
Special Assistant of Institutional Affairs  

and Compliance

PRESIDENT’S C A BINET

Dr. Georj Lewis 2023
Kerry L. Heyward, Interim President 2022 – 2023

Dr. T. Ramon Stuart 2021 – 2022
Dr. Thomas J. Hynes, Jr. 2009 – 2021
Dr. Thomas K. Harden 2000 – 2009

Michael F. Vollmer, Interim President 1999 – 2000
Dr. Richard A. Skinner 1994 – 1999

Dr. Harry S. Downs, Founding President 1969 – 1994

PRESIDENTS
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CL AY TON STATE UNIV ERSIT Y A LM A M ATER 

Walking through your majestic pines,

We embrace your simple splendor,

Our hearts and spirits full of hope,

Our minds wide open and ready.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking by your beautiful lake,

We find a new community

Of people from all nations

All joined as one in learning.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking proudly among our peers,

We wear your colors true.

Now shaped and prepared by Clayton State,

We are ready for our future.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.

Walking through our unfolding lives,

We take you on the path,

Knowing that the years will change us,

And your standard will remain.

O our dear alma mater,

You give us love and strength.
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SPRING 2025                   
COMMENCEMENT COMMIT TEE

Andrea Clark

Ashlee Spearman

Cedric Giles

Ceimone Henderson-Strickland

Cephas Archie

Charles Bridges

Chris Hunt

Darren Thomas

Don Stansberry

Gayron Taylor

Heidi Benford

James Kaiser

Jermaine Rolle

John Keener

Katherine Sylvestre

Kimberley Campbell

Larry Menter

LaShanda Hardin

Leanne Bradberry

Leon Tuazama

Lindsay Chandler

Matthew Sansbury

Michael Lindsay

Michael Little

Michael Perkins

Michiko Otaki

Mya Richardson-Echols

Naomi Leader

Nicholas Bennett

orman Grizzell

Penelope Cliff

Rebecca Gmeiner

Shelia Arkwright

Tamika Chase

Tammy Wilson

Thanh Dong

Tony Berry
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ATHLETIC CENTER M A P A ND FACILITIES INFORM ATION

AMBULANCE
An ambulance will be stationed in lot B, near the 
east end close to the Athletic Center. 

EMERGENCY EXITS
In case of emergency, please proceed to the 
nearest exit in an orderly manner.

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Flowers, CSU logo items, and diploma frames 
are available at the concession cart outside the 
Athletics Center before and after each ceremony. 
CSU logo items and diploma frames are 15% off at 
the concession cart only, May 9-10, 2025.

GUEST ASSISTANCE
Ushers are available for assistance and 
information.

LOST AND FOUND
For lost and found items, please contact the
Office of Public Safety,  Edgewater Hall, 
Room 207, 678-466-4050.

PHOTOGRAPHY
A professional photographer will take a photo of 
the graduates as they cross the stage. Please do 
not approach the stage area for personal photos 
as this can disrupt the flow of the ceremony and 
obstruct the view of others. 

PROGRAM
A PDF of this commencement program is available 
at clayton.edu/commencement

RESTROOMS
Restroom locations are indicated on the map above.
Restrooms are closed during procession and 
recession proceedings. 

SMOKING
Smoking and tobacco use are not permitted on
campus.

ALL ENTRANCES 
ARE ACCESSIBLE

AUTOMATED EXTERNAL 
DEFIBULATOR (AED) 
LOCATED IN ROOM E30.  

PUBLIC SAFETY
Officers will be stationed inside the Athletics 
building and outside in the circle area.

GUEST SEATING, SECTION 1

GUEST SEATING,  SECTION 4
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Flowers 
& Gifts

NO ENTRY/NO EXIT 
(PROCESSIONAL)
No entry/no exit will be permitted into the 
Athletic Center 15 minutes prior to the start of 
commencement in preperation of processional  
exercises. 
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